The Republican Club of Southwest Florida
June 06, 2024 Meeting Minutes
Lions Club of Bonita Springs, FL

Meeting called to order: President Bill Ribble called the meeting to order at 6 pm.  
Invocation: Secretary, Larry Fiesel
Pledge of Allegiance: Vice-President Fred Forbes
Officers Present: President Bill Ribble, Vice-President Fred Forbes, Secretary Larry Fiesel,  Treasurer Jim Sido, Director Joanne Ribble, Carolyn Forbes.
Recognition of Elected Officials: Lee County Commissioner, Ray Sandelli, Bonita Springs Deputy Mayor Fred Forbes, Estero Vice Mayor Joanne Ribble, Estero Council Members Rafael Lopez, Jim Ward, George Zalucki, Larry Fiesel
Recognition of Sponsor: Engel & Volkers- Jim Hollars. President Bill Ribble announced the passing of Ellen Hollars, wife of Jim Hollars, on May 11, 2024.  
Approval of May 02, 2024 Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by George Zalucki, Seconded by Nathan Fred Shaw.  Motion was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer's Report: May 2024

Income:
Transfer			From savings account				   440.00

Total										   440.00

Disbursements:
May 13, 2024		Debit	Wix annual recurring				   384.00
May 10, 2024		Debit	Recurring Wix.com				     12.00
May 21, 2024		Debit	Miklas Social					   385.00

Total										   781.00

Summary:   
Beginning Balance								1,098.53
Deposits									   440.00
Disbursements								   781.00
Ending Balance								   757.53

Business Savings Account							     27.49						
Approval of May 2024 Treasurer's Report: Motion to approve by Fran Mainella, Seconded by Nancy Sido. Motion was unanimously approved.

Order of Business & Introduction of Speaker: Lt. Richard Castellon, Animal Cruelty of Lee County Sheriff's Office.
In April 2020, Sheriff Carmine Marceno announced an initiative to combat Animal Abuse within Lee County by establishing an Animal Cruelty Task Force, which will continue focusing on educating residents on animal abuse and neglect and enforcing Florida State Statute 828.12. The US Humane Society’s website notes that a study conducted by the Chicago Police Department from 2001-2004 revealed “a startling propensity for offenders charged with crimes against animals to commit other violent offenses toward human victims.” The Chicago Police Department study concluded 65% of individuals that have been arrested for crimes against animals have also been previously arrested for battery on a person. This is just the tip of the iceberg; the US Humane Society’s website informs that animal abuse is one of four predictors of domestic partner violence according to a six-year “gold standard” study conducted in 11 metropolitan cities. As such, Sheriff Marceno has selected experienced detectives to investigate all misdemeanor and felony animal abuse cases within the county. Sheriff Marceno has zero tolerance for animal abuse and will seek justice for those that cannot speak up for themselves. 
· Maximum sentence for animal cruelty is 5-years
· Sheriff's office receives approximately 4,200 calls per year, 10-12 per day, not all are cruelty related, some are being pro-active, anonymous tips that lead to welfare checks
· Introduced Chance, a Pit Bull who is the First Ambassador of Animal Cruelty Program
· Chance is 100% Republican
· 76% of animal cruelty related move on to abuse people

New Business: Fred Forbes introduced Bonita Springs accurate system to predict eminent storm surge. Information has been forwarded to Emergency Management of Lee County.
Introduction of Candidates:
Matt Thornton, Lee County Commissioner 
Tara Jenner, Republican State Committeewoman 
David Mulicka, Lee County Commissioner
Bill Ribble, Lee County School Board District 3
Krissy Houlihan,  Republican State Committeewoman
Carolyn Forbes, Bonita Springs City Council
Amanda Cochran, Lee County Commissioner District 5 (left the meeting early for family emergency, did not speak)

Next Meeting August 01, 2024:  Lee County Commissioner, Mike Greenwell.
Meeting Adjourned 6:59 PM. Motion to adjourn by Fran Mainella, Seconded by Jim Ward

