The Republican Club of Southwest Florida
September 05, 2024 Meeting Minutes
Lions Club of Bonita Springs, FL

Meeting called to order: President Bill Ribble called the meeting to order at 6 pm.  
Invocation: Secretary, Larry Fiesel
Pledge of Allegiance: Vice-President, Fred Forbes
Officers Present: President Bill Ribble, Vice-President Fred Forbes, Secretary Larry Fiesel,  Treasurer Jim Sido, Director Joanne Ribble
Recognition of Elected Officials: Lee County Commissioner, Ray Sandelli, Bonita Springs Deputy Mayor Fred Forbes, Bonita Springs Council Member Nigel Fullick, Lora Carr, Estero Vice Mayor Joanne Ribble, Estero Council Members Rafael Lopez, Larry Fiesel, George Zalucki, Bonita Springs Fire Commissioner, Seat 2, Stephanie Kissinger, Republican State Committeewoman, Tara Jenner, Lee County School Board Elect, Bill Ribble
Recognition of Sponsor: Engel & Volkers- Jim Hollars. 
Approval of August 01,  2024 Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by Bob Nathan Fred Shaw, Seconded by Fran Mainella. Motion was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer's Report: August 2024

Income:
08-07-2024		Ck 7323	Jacob Smith Membership		      25.00
08-30-2024		Square		Paulette S Kissinger Membership	      96.80	

Total										    121.80

Disbursements:
08-05-2024		Debit		Miklas Social				     192.50
08-05-2024		Ck 152		Lions Club (July)			     175.00
08-05-2024		Ck 153		Lions Club (August)			     175.00
08-12-2024		Debit		Service Charge		                   15.50	       
08-14-2024		Debit		Lifestyle 239 (Web Services)                  192.00
08-23-2024		Ck 154		USPS					        85.00

Total										     835.00 

August Summary:   
Beginning Balance								  3,073.53
Deposits									     121.80
Disbursements								     835.00
Ending Balance								  2,360.33

Business Savings Account							     727.50						
Approval of May 2024 Treasurer's Report: Motion to approve by George Zalucki, Seconded by Fran Mainella. Motion was unanimously approved.

Order of Business & Introduction of Speaker: 
[image: http://www.sao20.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/amira-fox.jpg]

Amira Fox was elected in 2018 as the State Attorney for the 20th Judicial Circuit of Florida covering Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry and Lee counties. She is a graduate of American University in Washington D.C. with degrees in International Studies and Economics. She received her law degree from The George Washington University in 1990.
Amira began her career as an Assistant State Attorney with the 20th Judicial Circuit in 1990, working in the misdemeanor, juvenile and felony divisions, before becoming head of the Hendry and Glades office in 1998. In 1999, she became the first female head of the Collier County office.
In 2002 she entered private practice and formed her own firm in 2004, where she specialized in criminal defense and family law. She rejoined the State Attorney’s Office in 2012 as Chief of the Homicide and Economic Crime Units, becoming Chief Assistant State Attorney in 2015 overseeing the day to day legal and administrative functions of the office.
In November 2018, Amira was elected as the third State Attorney, and the first female State Attorney, in the history of the Circuit. In her career she has prosecuted hundreds of cases including numerous first-degree murder death penalty cases. She serves as the Secretary of the Florida Prosecuting Attorney’s Association and was appointed by Attorney General Ashley Moody to the Statewide Council on Human Trafficking. She also is a member of the Supreme Court of Florida Criminal Court Steering Committee.
Amira has received the GEM award for excellence in public service, a Leader in the Law award by the Florida Association of Women Lawyers, the Commitment to Justice award from the Fallen Officers Foundation, and the Woman of the Year award from the Women of Distinction.
Amira is a staunch conservative and proud Republican. She is a member of the Lee County Republican Executive Committee, Lee Republican Women Federated, Burnt Store Republican Club, Lee Republican Women of Cape Coral Club, Lee County Trump Republican Club, Cape Coral Republican Club, South Fort Myers Republican Club, SW Florida Republican Club, Charlotte County Republican Club, West Charlotte County Republican Club, Peace River Republican Club, Women’s Republican Club of Naples, Republican Women of SW Florida Federated, Fort Myers Republican Women’s Club, Naples Republican Club, South Collier County Republican Club, and The Federalist Society.
She is also an active member of the community and serves in various capacities for numerous organizations including the Fort Myers Rotary Club, The Shelter for Abused Women and Children, The Foundation for Lee County Public Schools, PACE, and Relay for Life.
Amira’s husband Mike served with the Collier County Sheriff’s Office for 30 years and they have four children. Amira and Mike reside in Fort Myers.
· State Attorney for 20th Circuit, 54,000 square miles of jurisdiction 
· 120 Assistant State Attorneys
· Lowest crime rate in the State of Florida for the past decade  
· Increase in population creates problems with keeping crime down
· DNA has advanced significantly and is helping solve old and new cold case crimes
· Cold Case Homicide Units have solved crimes that are more than 25-years old
· Have arrested 19 people on cold case homicides
· Biggest problem in criminal justice system is fentanyl 
· In late 2019, State Attorney Amira Fox created NETFORCE to coordinate a circuit-wide approach to. identifying, investigating, and dismantling long-term organized crime, narcotics, racketeering, and. money-laundering criminal enterprises
· Narcotics task force has arrested 80 drug traffickers with an average sentence of 20-years
· INTERCEPT is an inter-agency task force that brings together highly skilled investigators who use technology and the necessary relationships to rescue victims of child sexual exploitation. The fight is real and the statistics are nearly impossible to comprehend. Funded by Tim Tebow Foundation
· Opposed to legalization of marijuana, it is a 'gateway' drug  
New Business: Tara Jenner spoke of upcoming activities with Lee County Republicans. Go to Leegop.org for additional information.
Introduction of Candidates:
Denise Carlin: Candidate, Superintendent Lee County Schools
Derrick Botana: Candidate, Mayor, Bonita Springs
Ruth Condit: Candidate, Mayor, Bonita Springs
Vanessa Chaviano: Candidate, Lee County School Board

Next Meeting October 03, 2024: Conservative Author and 'Free Market Warrior', Loren Spivak
Meeting Adjourned 7:22 PM.
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