Republican Club of Southwest Florida

December 07, 2023 Meeting Minutes

Lions Club of Bonita Springs, FL


Meeting Called to Order: President Bill Ribble called the meeting to order at 5:58

Invocation: Secretary Larry Fiesel

Pledge of Allegiance: Vice-President Fred Forbes

Officers Present: President Bill Ribble, Vice-President Fred Forbes, Secretary Larry Fiesel, Treasurer Jim Sido, Directors Joanne Ribble, Carolyn Forbes

Recognition of Elected Officials: Lee County Commissioner Brian Hamman, Bonita Springs Deputy Mayor Fred Forbes, Bonita Springs Council Member Nigel Fullick, Estero Vice Mayor Joanne Ribble, Estero Council Members Larry Fiesel, Lori Fayhee, George Zalucki, Rafael Lopez

Recognition of Sponsor: Engel & Volkers - Jim and Ellen Hollars
Approval of November 02, 2023 Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by George Zalucki, Seconded by Fran Mainella. Motion was unanimously approved. 

Treasurer's Report: 

Income: October 2023

November 27, 2023	Square		Membership - Monica Schmucker	  96.80
November 03, 2023	Square		Membership 				  50.00	     

Total									   	146.80

Disbursements: November 2023

November 07, 2023	Debit		Recurring Wix.com		    	  12.00
November 07, 2023	#144		Lions Club of Bonita Springs	             150.00
November 06, 2023	Debit		Miklas Social			             385.00

Total									             547.00
	
Summary:
Beginning Balance							         2,333..83
Income									             146.80
Disbursements								             547.00
Ending Balance							          1,933.63

Business Savings							             467.49

Approval of November, 2023 Treasurer's Report: Motion to approve by Fran Mainella, Seconded by Nancy Sido. Motion was unanimously approved.
Order of Business & Introduction of Guest Speaker: Erika Donalds, Chief Executive Officer of Optima Ed
[image: https://latestinbollywood.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Who-is-Erika-Donalds-Byron-Donalds-Wiki-Biography-Age-768x480.jpg]

Erika Donalds, CPA, CGMA, is the Chief Executive Officer of Optima Ed, an education experience company dedicated to expanding high quality school choice. A mother of three boys and former finance executive with a passion for education, she has offered her expertise in business to help further the expansion of parental choice and to improve accountability and governance in Florida's public schools.
Prior to launching Optima, Erika was Chief Financial Officer/Chief Compliance Officer and Partner at DGHM, an investment management firm. She served with the company for almost 20 years and was responsible for the finance, compliance and operations, in addition to serving on the firm's Management Committee. Erika holds a BS in Accounting from Florida State University and a Masters in Accountancy from Florida Atlantic University. She is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and a Chartered Global Management Accountant (CGMA).
Erika is a former elected member of the Collier County School Board. During her tenure, she co-founded the Florida Coalition of School Board Members and served as the group's President. She was appointed to Florida's 2017-2018 Constitution Revision Commission by then Speaker of the House Richard Cocoran, and recently served on Governor DeSantis' Advisory Committee on Education and Workforce Development.
Erika now serves on the Heritage Advisory Council on Education Reform and on advisory boards for Classical Learning Test, Moms for Liberty and the Independent Women's Forum Education Freedom Center.
· Has three sons in school so moved the family to where the best public schools were located
· Found a Private Classical Christian School for second son because he did not fit into public schools
· 2014 opened first Classical School in former office building
· Opened with 400 students and had 400 on waiting list
· Elected to Collier County School Board for four years, had minority opinion the whole time
· Six-years ago started Optima Foundation while still on the School Board with first school in 2019 in Stewart, FL, second school 2020 in Jacksonville, FL, third school 2021 in Naples, FL, fourth school 2022 in Jacksonville, FL, 2024 will open a school on Gladiolus DR in South Fort Myers and the next school in Estero in 2025, moved back from 2023 due to Hurricane Ian
· Erika's dream is for every single parent to be able to send their kids to school of their choice
· Partners with local school district
· Opened Optima Academy Online during Covid
· Erika's passion is to make high quality education available for all children
· Students who receive a well rounded education learn that America is the greatest country in the world
· Schools receive no funding from the state until building is built and all classrooms are stocked with learning materials
· Loves year-round schools because kids lose ground during summer away from school
New Business: Introduction of candidates
David Mulicka, Lee County Commissioner
Monica Schmucker, Lee County School Board
Denise Carlin, Superintendent, Lee County Schools
Bill Ribble, Lee County School Board

Announcements: Missi Lastra, Christian Family Coalition Florida, Christmas Gala Dinner 28th of Faith Based Community Outreach, Friday December 15, The Stage Entertainment Center, Bonita Beach Road, Bonita Springs.

Next Meeting: January 04, 2024.

Meeting Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Bill Ribble, meeting was adjourned at 7:09 pm.
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