The Republican Club of Southwest Florida
November 07, 2024 Meeting Minutes
Lions Club of Bonita Springs, FL

Meeting called to order: President Bill Ribble called the meeting to order at 6 pm.  
Invocation: Secretary, Larry Fiesel
Pledge of Allegiance: Vice-President, Fred Forbes
Officers Present: President Bill Ribble, Vice-President Fred Forbes, Secretary Larry Fiesel, Director Joanne Ribble, Carolyn Forbes
Recognition of Elected Officials: Bonita Springs Deputy Mayor Fred Forbes, Estero Vice Mayor Joanne Ribble, Estero Council Members Rafael Lopez, Larry Fiesel, George Zalucki, Jim Ward, Lee County School Board Elect, Bill Ribble, Lee County School Board Armor Persons
Recognition of Sponsor: Engel & Volkers- Jim Hollars.
Approval of October 03, 2024 Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by Fran Mainella, Seconded by Bob Pritt. Motion was unanimously approved.  
Treasurer's Report: October 2024

Income:
10-07-2024		Membership						   125.00 
			Oberweis $25, Trish Leonard $100
10-31-2024		Leah @ TMS Strategic Consulting			      23.97

Total										    148.97

Disbursements:
10-21-2024		Lifestyle239 - Web Service				     192.00

Total										     192.00 

September Summary:   
Beginning  Balance							              2,008.83
Deposits									     148.97
Disbursements								     192.00
Ending Balance								  1,965.80
Business Savings Account							     727.52						
Approval of September, 2024 Treasurer's Report: Motion to approve by Nancy Sido, Seconded by Fran Mainella.  Motion was unanimously approved.

Order of Business & Introduction of Guest Speaker: Florida State Senator, Jonathan Martin
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Jonathan Martin, a prominent Attorney and conservative leader, is the Republican nominee for Florida Senate District 33. Martin served as the Chairman of the Lee County Republican Party since 2014-2022, where he helped grow a Republican majority in the state legislative delegation and at the local level. In his recent endorsement of Martin, Governor DeSantis called him “a conservative fighter for Southwest Florida.”
 
Martin is a former prosecutor and a founding member of the Southwest Florida Federalist Society. He’s been appointed by both Governor Rick Scott and Governor Ron DeSantis to serve on the Florida Southwestern State College Board of Trustees.
 
Martin graduated from Stetson University, where he served as Student Body President, and he received his law degree from Liberty University. He’s an active member of the Southwest Florida community where he enjoys hunting, fishing, and boating. Jonathan and his wife Amy reside in Fort Myers with their three children, Ryker, Reagan, and Rhett.

· District 33 covers all of Lee County west of Interstate-75 and extends south to Bonita Springs, ending at the Collier County border.
· Jonathon was formerly Chair of the Republican Party of Lee County for eight years
· State legislators are not subject to the same Sunshine Law as other elected officials
· Legislators work 60-days per year
· Sponsored and passed a bill which provides death penalty for child molesters and elimination of bureaucratic red tape for hurricane recovery
· Forty-four bills signed into law during his first term
· Martin touts the tens of millions of dollars he has helped bring back to Lee County and Fort Myers Beach to assist with relief from Hurricane Ian.
· Martin's first two years his focus was largely in Hurricane Ian recovery and we are in and we are in a much better position today. 
· Martin supported the controversial abortion law that limits abortions to six weeks which had a lot of unintended consequences and has been disappointed with the mischaracterization of the current situation in Florida.
· Jonathon grew up in Lee County and graduated from Fort Myers High School, He worked as a prosecutor in the state attorney's office before moving on to private practice as an attorney. He currently is a lawyer with the firm Aloia Roland.

New Business: There was no new business.
Introduction of Candidates:
Lee County Executive Committee Chair Mercedes Price Harry
Lee County Executive Committee Chair Armor Persons

Next Meeting December 05, 2024: Spencer Roach
Meeting Adjourned 7:12 PM.
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