The Republican Club of Southwest Florida
May 1, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Lions Club of Bonita Springs, FL

Meeting called to order: President Bill Ribble called the meeting to order at 6 pm.
Invocation: Secretary, Brandon Miller
Pledge of Allegiance: Vice-President, Fred Forbes
Officers Present: President Bill Ribble, Vice-President Fred Forbes, Secretary Brandon Miller, Treasurer Jim Sido
Recognition of Elected Officials: Estero Mayor Joanne Ribble, Estero Council Members Rafael Lopez, and George Zalucki, Lee County School Board Bill Ribble, LCREC Chair Mercedes Price Harry
Recognition of Sponsor: Jim Hollars.
Approval of April 6, 2025, Meeting Minutes by Brandon Miller: Motion to approve by George Zalucki, Seconded by Nathan Shaw. Motion was unanimously approved.
Treasure Report for April 2025 by Jim Sido: Motion to approve by George Zalucki, seconded by Nancy Sido. Motion approved.
Announcements:  Chair Mercedes from LCREC gave an update on the activities of the REC. She talked about the role of precinct committeemen and women. September gala announcement.
Tom, campaign manager for Jim Oberweis, gave an update on Jim’s campaign. Jim is in Mar a Lago.


Guest Speaker: 
Bill Ribble introduced our speaker, Commissioner Brian Hamman.

He spoke on his background growing up in Cape Coral. He mentioned how his peers growing up left for jobs, and looked to build a Lee County that has plenty of jobs on a foundation of freedom, liberty, and fiscal responsibility.
He remembered how much Lee County has changed since COVID including standing with the Governor in keeping Lee County open. He then talked about the resiliency Lee County showed following Hurricane Ian.
He highlighted cutting taxes including the library mileage rate. We have a Double A rating and $74 million in reserves. Talked about our 3% unemployment rate. He highlighted home prices coming back down versus the highs we saw in 2022
Brian took questions at 6:26
First question about a north/south connection east of 75. Brian mentioned the MPO as being a great resource for discussion on the future of roads
Second question regarding the final stages of the Causeway restoration. Brian confirmed it is officially 100% repaired. 
Other questions ranged around infrastructure, governing on the county commission, and single member districts.

New Business: Ross Matthews, WWII Vet, passed away. Our condolences to his family. Meeting was adjourned at 7:01pm
Next Meeting June 5, 2025: Guest Speaker is Lee County Tax Collector Noelle Branning
